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Second Amendment to the 
Deed Transfer Tax By-law

Public Hearing 
July 10, 2018



Background

 The Deed Transfer Tax By-law was approved by Council on September 14, 
2004. The Deed Transfer Tax rate was set at 1%.

 The Deed Transfer Tax By-law was amended by Council on march 8, 2016 to 
include the properties located in the former Town of Hantsport effective 
April 1, 2016.



Current Proposed Amendment

 To increase the Deed Transfer Tax rate from 1% to 1.5%, the maximum 
allowed under the Municipal Government Act (MGA). 

 Reason:
 Generate estimated new revenue of $174,375, as proposed in the 2018-2019 

approved budget.
 Increased new revenue from an increase in the Deed Transfer Tax would help 

maintain a low residential and commercial general tax rate.

 Who the Amendment Affects:
 All properties transferred by deed, would pay a Deed Transfer tax of 1.5% of the 

sale price of the property, at the time of deed registration.
 Some properties transfer by deed are exempt under the MGA from paying Deed 

Transfer Tax. 







Approval Procedure
 Notices of the 

Public Hearing 
were placed in 
the June 26, 
2018 edition of 
the Valley 
Journal 
Advertiser and 
on the 
Municipal 
website. 

 Notices were 
sent to Service 
Nova Scotia 
and the NS 
Barristers 
Society. 



Effective August 1, 2018

Notice of Approval to Service Nova Scotia and 
NS Barristers Society

Notice of Approval in Local Paper

Council Second Reading

Public Hearing

Council First Reading

Draft Amendment By-law





Suggested Recommendation

…that Council approve Second Reading of D-004 
Second Amendment  to the Deed Transfer Tax By-
law as presented to Council at the meeting held on 
May 8, 2018.
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