






















































4161-0601-1202  

John T. Shanks 
Direct Dial: 902.420.3329 
Direct Fax: 902.420.1417 
jshanks@stewartmckelvey.com 

File Reference: SM022124-3 

November 23, 2022 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Lora MacEachern 
Deputy Minister of Environment and Climate Change 
Barrrington Tower 
1894 Barrington Street, Suite 1800 
PO Box 442 
Halifax, NS B3J 2P8 

Dear Deputy Minister MacEachern: 

Re:  Harold Morash – 417 Wentworth Road, West Hants, NS 

We are writing as legal counsel for the West Hants Regional Municipality (the “Municipality”). 

This letter is further to the November 17, 2022 correspondence of Mark Phillips, Chief 
Administrative Officer of WHRM.  In that letter, CAO Phillips identified continuing concerns which 
the Municipality was having in relation to its resident, Harold Morash, and his ownership of cattle 
located at Wentworth Creek, Nova Scotia.   

As I suspect you are aware, Mr. Morash is the subject of a 10 year prohibition from owning animals 
issued by the Provincial Court.  This Order was secured by your Department through a 
prosecution of Mr. Morash under the Animal Protection Act.  The 10 year prohibition runs from 
August 2017 to August 2027.   

Recently, Mr. Morash has begun caring for livestock (approximately five cattle) at his Wentworth 
Creek property, contrary to the terms of the Order. This matter has come to the attention of the 
Municipality and, in particular, its Fences Arbitration Committee due to repeated incidents of the 
cattle leaving Mr. Morash’s property and straying on neighbour lands, as well as onto public 
highways.  Mr. Morash’s property is near the 101 and although there have been no reports of the 
cattle reaching that roadway yet, they have been on the Wentworth Road and it is feared that it is 
a matter of time before they will stray onto the 100 series highway.   

Following the November 17, 2022 correspondence from CAO Phillips, our client received an email 
reply from Lori Skaine, Regional Director, Western Nova Scotia Department of Environment and 
Climate Change.  Ms. Skaine was responding both to the November 17, 2022 correspondence 
as well as updated email correspondence from CAO Phillips dated November 21, 2022 regarding 
the above-referenced situation.   



In that most recent correspondence, CAO Phillips outlined an additional problem which occurred 
over this past weekend in which the animals again escaped Mr. Morash’s property and caused 
damage to neighbouring properties as well as strayed onto the provincial highway.  In response 
to this information, Director Skaine confirmed that the Department had recenty conducted an 
inspection of the animals in question and that they were found to be in good health.   

Respectfully, this is not the issue to be addressed at this time.  The health of the animals, while it 
may actually be questioned by the Municipality’s Fences Committee, is secondary to the fact that 
Mr. Morash is prohibited from owning or caring for livestock by the Order which was obtained by 
your Department.  The fact that Mr. Morash is able to continue to own and care for these animals 
in direct contravention to the Order of the Provincial Court means that the Municipality and 
neighbouring residents to Mr. Morash are now required to take additional and costly steps to 
secure their property and the safety of the Municipality’s residents.  These additional actions are 
the direct result of the failure of the Department’s enforcement activities.   

The Municipality finds it disconcerting that the Department, with full knowledge of the terms of the 
Order of prohibition against Mr. Morash, continues to allow Mr. Morash to own and care for these 
animals, and has even undertaken an inspection of them which has led the Department to 
apparently determine that no additional steps will be taken.  As indicated to our client by the 
members of the Fencing Arbitration Committee, part of the reason that these animals are straying 
from the Morash lands is because there is insufficient feed provided for them at that property.   

This situation will only get worse as we move into the winter season and the animals will be more 
likely to stray from the property even if increased measures to fence the property are undertaken. 
Thus far, only moderate property damage has resulted from these animals leaving the Morash 
property; however, given the proximity of these lands to a number of roadways, including Highway 
101, there is significant potential for much more property damage and personal injury.   

Given that the Department officials have now acknowledged that Mr. Morash is keeping these 
animals at his property and they have even undertaken an inspection of them, it is difficult to 
understand how the Department could disavow responsibility for future incidents involving these 
livestock.  The Department has the opportunity, authority and, our client would say the obligation 
to enforce its ban of ownership of livestock which was issued against Mr. Morash.  While 
increased fencing measures could reduce the potential for future harm by these livestock the 
proper enforcement of the Order obtained by your Department would wholly prevent any future 
incidents. 



The Municipality is committed to working with the Department to provide any assistance that it 
can in relation to this matter and to work toward the enforcement of the Order against Mr. Morash 
and thereby remove this continuing hazard to its residents and to Mr. Morash’s neighbours.  

Yours very truly, 

John T. Shanks* 
Partner 

*Law Corporation

c. Mark Phillips, CAO
The Hon. Tim Houston, Premier Nova Scotia
The Hon. Timothy Halman, Minister of Environment and Climate Change
The Hon. Melissa Sheehy-Richard, MLA West Hants
WHRM Fences and Arbitration Committee
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